This is a clear example of the specialization characterizing our research projects. In Galton's time, the notion of imagery was shared by many different disciplines: these days, the psychological study of human imagery requires an understanding of the underlying neural mechanisms associated with the generation of these representations, the interaction with vision and other sensory inputs, the mechanisms of neural and cognitive plasticity, and so forth. This theoretical perspectives surely helped to understand the nature of human cognitive processes, at the same time limiting the interactions with the other disciplines.
At the beginning, as I acknowledge above, I was surprised by the structure of this meeting; surprised by the difficulty to frame the topics in a structured well-known theory. This was a challenge and probably the main reason for accepting to get involved in this event. At the same time, it also represented a difficulty: what do I have to talk about? An additional doubt came to my mind. In Italian, we have a single word, immaginazione, to describe two very different mental processes. The first one is imagery, the ability to generate and use a mental representation often involving visual characteristics ("try to generate the mental representation of your city and describe the shortest way to the train station": that is, generation, scanning, and processing of a mental representation). The second one is imagination, often referring to dream-like thoughts, fantasies, something that is not real, a kind of wishing ability. Cognitive psychologists usually refer to imagery and, on the contrary, have some problems in defining imagination! I am now revising this short introduction a long time after the meeting and I must say that all positive feelings were completely confirmed and the doubts disappeared in the first session. I discovered that a single font may induce very strong psychological feelings; that comics evolved over time to adjust to socio-cultural transformation and that representations of images printed on paper may be as interesting as the ones embodied in our brain. In a word, I rediscovered the old feeling of sharing ideas just for the curiosity to learn something new, for the pleasure to meet interesting people, or for the willingness to organise other interesting workshops. This was Immagini 2017 and thus we cannot help but look forward to a new Immagini meeting!
